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“A triumph through the worst and 
best of humanity” Amazon Review

Through Hell to Hollywood  is the extraordinary 
story of Albert Mayer, the inventor of the 

Panaflex motion picture movie camera and the 
winner of multiple Academy Awards for 

Panavision. 

Albert, an ethnic German, spent his youth in pre-
and post-WWII Yugoslavia, including internment 
in a Communist death camp as a nine-year-old 
child. As an adolescent, Albert had to leave the 

region where he was born and settled in Germany 
as a refugee, where he received his technical 
education. He then immigrated to the United 

States and lived the “American Dream.”

Albert’s story is an inspiring example of how 
perseverance, family bonds and forgiveness heals 

the deepest of wounds.
ISABELL MAYER KERINS

Isabell Mayer Kerins is a debut author.

She began her career as an award winning, 
nationally recognized corporate marketing 

executive, transitioning to a small business owner 
when her second child was born. She has started 
many successful professional endeavors and has 
been an elected public official at city, county and 

state levels. 

She is a wife, mother of five adult children and an 
entrepreneur. She lives with her husband in 

Southern California. 
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Topics of Conversation
• Panavision and the history of the motion picture camera

• The evolution of motion picture cameras
• The Panaflex camera – How watchmaking impacted Hollywood

• War and its effect on the voiceless
• Children, woman, the elderly and disabled pay the price of war
• Stories of perseverance
• How to prepare our children for unforeseen crisis

• WWII and the untold story of ethnic Germans
• What happened in Eastern Europe after WWII
• The forgotten genocide of the ethnic Germans in Eastern Europe

• The United States and our untold history of our alliance with Evil
• Russia and the Allies’ alliance during WWII
• Ukraine and Russian history. How the aftermaths of WWII play a 

part in the war raging today
• Liquidation Camps in Communist Countries

• The history of Communist Liquidation and Labor Camps after WWII
• Immigration into the United States during and after WWII

• The United States and Immigration
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PREFACE

I first found out about my father’s history in 1978, at the age of fifteen, when his mother, Eva, visited from
Germany and spent the holidays with us.

As Senior Vice President of Research and Development at Panavision, it was inspirational that my
father contributed to the revolution of Hollywood by inventing the Panaflex, the motion picture camera
used on most films and television projects throughout the world at that time. We watched movies and
television shows to the very end to see if the Panavision logo would be part of the credits, and it usually
was.

In 1944, three days after Christmas, Communists sent my grandfather to Russia as a prisoner,
where he later died in a Ukrainian coal mine. The following Christmas, after World War II had ended, my
father’s remaining family members were interned in various Communist concentration camps located
throughout Yugoslavia. My grandmother was separated from her two young sons, not knowing if they were
still alive. My father had been only nine years old when they were torn apart. He had been sent to a death
camp.

I recall being confused by this. We were German Catholics. Why would she be in a concentration
camp? Why would my grandfather be sent to the Ukrainian coal mines? Why would my father be separated
from his parents at such a young age, placed in a death camp and why had he not previously told us about
his experiences as a child?

This story did not track with the history we had been taught in school and I was shocked to find out
that my father had experienced a childhood completely unfamiliar to us.

Enter Predrag Bambic, a Serbian filmmaker, inspired by my father’s legacy. Predrag met my father at
Panavision in 2011 and immediately wanted to produce a documentary of the man he called “Hollywood’s
Tesla”. His vision and hard work created a beautiful film, Albert’s Way, that shared my father’s life from his
youth to his successful career as the Academy Award winning designer of the Panaflex motion picture
movie camera and operating systems.

Predrag’s documentary, first released at the Serbian Film Festival in June 2013, began a
conversation in Europe regarding the aftermath of WWII that had been relatively unknown except by those
who that had lived through it, covering a topic few knew was missing, and exposing the fact that so much
more of history needed telling.

Recent history, including the current wars in Ukraine and Israel, have made our family’s ordeals even
more important to share. We all tend to forget that those most vulnerable are the ones who pay the largest
price. The innocent are often seen as “collateral damage”. I feel strongly that this myopic vision of war
must be changed. It is vital that we look at conflict from many different perspectives, especially from those
not in control of the battlefield or the narrative. The experiences of my father’s family provides us with this
opportunity. The stories they have left behind show us how history leaves out many important details and
how crucial it is to shine a light on the darkest corners of it…the corners where the children hide.

I am finally finishing the book forty-five years after beginning it. My father is gone, his light no more
a part of this world, yet he is not forgotten. His legacy, and those of his extended family, are remarkable
and must be shared. They all faced seemingly insurmountable hardship and lived a life shaped by trauma,
death, hope and forgiveness firmly based on the cornerstones of faith, family, friendship and tradition. They
never lost sight of what was important: their fellow human beings and making the world a better place by
bringing love, songs and peace to those around them. May their stories inspire you as they have the
countless people who knew them.
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